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32 The Amazing Teen Brain

Why are adolescents prone to risky behavior and

mental illnesses? And why are their minds so agile

and teachable? Itâ€™s all in their rapidly changing wiring.

By Jay N. Giedd
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Astronomers have started measuring background light

that dates back to nearly the beginning of time. Now

they are using it to trace the evolution of the cosmos.
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Scientists have discovered how cells trigger inflam

mation, a critical factor in ailments as diverse as

ath ero sclerosis, Alzheimerâ€™s and fatty liver disease.

New treatments may soon follow.

By Wajahat Z. Mehal
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Who knows whom matters, not only in human societies

but among the animals as well.

By Lee Alan Dugatkin and Matthew Hasenjager
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To some, nasaâ€™s Space Launch System is a gigantic piece

of congressional pork. It may also be our best shot at

getting humans to Mars. By David H. Freedman
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Forensic scientists are working to trace the identities of

migrants who die trying to enter the U.S. By Ananda Rose
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Infecting mosquitoes with a common microbe may

be key to keeping insects from spreading a brutal

global disease. By Scott Oâ€™Neill
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